“Be Strong and Courageous”
Strength Comes From God’s Presence
Text: Deuteronomy 31:6–8
Introduction
1. Context:
A. Moses is nearing death (Deuteronomy 31:1–2)
1. Israel is about to enter the Promised Land without him
2. Leadership is transitioning to Joshua
B. The people face:
1. Unknown territory
2. Powerful enemies
C. A future without the leader they’ve always known
1. Yet the message is clear: “Be strong and courageous”
2. Key truth: Strength is not in circumstances—it is in God’s presence
1. The Command to Be Strong and Courageous (Deut. 31:6)
A. A Divine Command, Not a Suggestion
1. “Be strong and of a good courage”
2. Repeated emphasis shows urgency:
a. Deuteronomy 31:7
b. Deuteronomy 31:23
c. Joshua 1:6–9 (four times)
3. New Testament parallels:
a. 1 Corinthians 16:13 — “Stand fast… be strong”
b. Ephesians 6:10 — “Be strong in the Lord”
B. Courage Exists Because Fear Exists
1. “Fear not, nor be afraid”
2. Fear is a natural human response:
a. Numbers 13:31–33 — spies feared giants
b. Matthew 14:30 — Peter feared the wind
3. But fear must not control us:
a. 2 Timothy 1:7 — God gives not a spirit of fear
b. Psalm 56:3–4 — “What time I am afraid, I will trust in thee”
C. Strength Is Rooted in Faith, Not Self-Reliance
1. Proverbs 28:26 — trusting self leads to folly
2. Jeremiah 17:5 — curse on those who trust in man
3. Psalm 20:7 — trust in the name of the Lord
4. Hebrews 11:27 — Moses endured “as seeing Him who is invisible”
2. The Source of Strength: God’s Presence (Deut. 31:6, 8)
A. God Goes With His People
1. “For the LORD thy God… doth go with thee”
2. This is the foundation of courage
3. Exodus 33:14–15 — Moses said God’s presence is everything
B. God Goes Before His People
1. “He it is that doth go before thee”
2. God is already in tomorrow:
a. Deuteronomy 9:3 — God goes before as a consuming fire
b. Isaiah 45:2 — “I will go before thee”
C. God Will Not Fail Nor Forsake
1. Emphatic promise:
a. Joshua 21:45 — not one promise failed
b. 1 Kings 8:56 — all came to pass
2. Reaffirmed in the New Testament:
a. Hebrews 13:5 — same promise applied to Christians
D. D. God’s Presence Is the Difference Maker
1. Psalm 46:1–2 — refuge and strength, therefore no fear
2. Isaiah 41:10 — “I am with thee… I will uphold thee”
3. Romans 8:31 — “If God be for us…”
3. Leadership Strength Comes From God (Deut. 31:7–8)
A. Joshua Is Charged Publicly
1. Leadership must demonstrate visible faith
2. Influence matters:
a. 1 Timothy 4:12 — be an example
b. Hebrews 13:7 — follow faithful leaders
B. Leadership Requires Courage in Responsibility
1. Joshua must:
a. Lead millions
b. Wage war
c. Divide the land
2. James 3:1 — greater responsibility brings stricter judgment
C. Strength Comes From God, Not Personality
1. Exodus 4:10–12 — Moses felt inadequate
2. 2 Corinthians 3:5 — sufficiency is from God
3. 2 Timothy 2:1 — “Be strong in the grace that is in Christ”
D. Application Today
1. Elders (Acts 20:28)
2. Preachers (2 Timothy 4:1–5)
3. Fathers (Ephesians 6:4)
4. All must rely on God’s presence—not human ability
4. IV. God’s Faithfulness Removes Fear
A. God Never Fails
1. Lamentations 3:22–23 — His mercies never fail
2. Isaiah 14:24 — what God purposes, He performs
B. God Never Forsakes His Faithful
1. Psalm 37:25 — “I have not seen the righteous forsaken”
2. 2 Timothy 4:16–17 — Paul abandoned by men, but not by God
C. C. Faith Drives Out Fear
1. Isaiah 26:3 — perfect peace through trust
2. 1 John 4:18 — perfect love casts out fear
3. Mark 4:40 — “Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?”
5. God’s Presence Is Conditional Upon Faithful Obedience
A. Covenant Context Matters
1. This promise is to God’s covenant people
2. Disobedience breaks fellowship:
a. Isaiah 59:1–2 — sin separates from God
B. Blessings Are Tied to Obedience
1. Deuteronomy 28:1–2 — blessings for obedience
2. Joshua 1:7–8 — success tied to keeping the law
C. God Dwells With the Faithful
1. John 14:23 — God abides with those who obey
2. 1 John 1:6–7 — fellowship requires walking in the light
D. Walking With God Brings Strength
1. Galatians 5:16 — walk in the Spirit
2. Colossians 2:6–7 — rooted and built up in Christ
6. Practical Strength for Daily Life
A. In Trials
1. James 1:2–4 — trials produce endurance
2. 2 Corinthians 12:9–10 — strength in weakness
B. In Temptation
1. 1 Corinthians 10:13 — God provides a way of escape
2. Hebrews 2:18 — Christ helps those tempted
C. In Uncertainty
1. Proverbs 3:5–6 — trust God’s direction
2. Psalm 32:8 — God instructs and guides
D. In Loneliness
1. Psalm 139:7–10 — cannot escape God’s presence
2. Matthew 28:20 — Christ always with us
E. In Death
1. Psalm 23:4 — no fear in the valley
2. 2 Corinthians 5:8 — present with the Lord
3. Revelation 2:10 — faithful unto death
7. Christ: The Fulfillment of God’s Presence
A. God With Us
1. Matthew 1:23 — Immanuel
B. God Among Us
1. John 1:14 — Word became flesh
2. Colossians 2:9 — fullness of God in Christ
C. God In Us
1. John 14:16–18 — promise of the Comforter
2. Colossians 1:27 — Christ in you, the hope of glory
D. Strength Through Christ
1. Philippians 4:13 — strength in Christ
2. Ephesians 3:16–17 — strengthened in the inner man
Conclusion
1. The Command Remains
1. Be strong
2. Be courageous
2. The Reason Remains
1. God is with His people
3. C. The Question
1. Are you relying on God’s presence—or your own strength?
Invitation
1. Without Christ, There Is No Promise of God’s Presence
A. Ephesians 2:12 — without God in the world
2. Come Into Relationship With God
A. Hear — Romans 10:17
B. Believe — John 8:24
C. Repent — Acts 17:30
D. Confess — Romans 10:9–10
E. Be Baptized — Acts 2:38; 1 Peter 3:21
3. Return if You Have Fallen Away
A. Acts 8:22 — repent and pray
B. James 5:19–20 — restore the erring
