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	1 Peter - Class Study
Pre-test Over The Book Of 1st Peter
1. Who had called Peter to be an apostle?	
2. What event does Peter say gives the Christian a "lively hope"?		
3. What three terms does Peter use to describe the "inheritance" of the Christian in chapter 1?				
4. The trial of the Christian's faith is much more precious than what?		
5. What does Peter say the Christian is "redeemed" by?		
6. How is the "soul" of the individual "purified'" according to Peter?			
7. How does Peter say that an individual is "born again"?		
8. What should "newborn babes" have a desire for that they might grow?		
9. Give three of the terms that Peter uses to describe Christians in chapter 2?				
10. How does Peter say the Christian should endure suffering in order to be "acceptable with God"?		
True And False Questions
1. Christians are to follow the steps of Jesus when it comes to suffering. ( T or F )
2. Peter tells the Christian wife whose husband is not a Christian that she does not have to be in subjection to him. ( T or F)
3. The Christian wife is to concentrate on her outward beauty in order to convert her non-Christian husband to Christ. ( T or F )
4. Peter says that the "eyes of the Lord" are over the righteous and His "ears" are open unto their prayers. ( T or F )
5. Peter says that baptism "doth also now save us". ( T or F )
6. Christians should be surprised indeed if they had to suffer persecutions. ( T or F )
7. Christians bring "glory to God" by suffering for the cause of of Christ. ( T or F )
8. Peter says that Christians should commit the keeping of their souls to God in "well-đoing". (T or F )
9. Peter says that elders are to "feed the flock of God" which is among them. ( T or F)
10. Peter says that God resists the humble and gives grace to the proud. ( T or F )

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF 1ST PETER
I. INTRODUCTION, Ch. 1:1-2.
II. THANKSGIVING FOR THE BLESSINGS OF GRACE, Ch. 1:3-12.
1. For a living hope and an abiding inheritance, vs. 3-5.
2. For joyful faith during trials, vs. 6-9.
3. For salvation, vs. 10-12.
III. OBLIGATIONS GROWING OUT OF THE BLESSINGS OF GRACE, Ch. 1:13 - 4:19.
1. A right relation of the heart toward God and man, vs. 1:13-2:10.
2. Right conduct in life relati ons, vs. 2:11-3:12.
3. Right attitude toward suffering, vs. 3:13-4:19 end.
IV. EXHORTATIONS TO PARTICULAR CLASSES, Ch. 5:1-9.
V. CONCLUSION, Ch. 5:10 end.
(NOTES) :
INTRODUCTION TO THE EPISTLE OF 1ST PETER
The Author:
There can be no question but that the author of this epistle is the apostle Peter (Ch. 1:1). He is also called Simon in 2 Peter 1:1 and was given the name "Cephas" by Jesus in John 1:42 which name means "a stone". It appears that Peter and his brother Andrew were at the first disciples of John the Baptist and that John had then pointed them toward Jesus when he said, "Behold, the Lamb of God!" (Jn. 1:35-42) . Peter, along with his brother Andrew, was called by Jesus to become "fishers of men" in Matthew 4:18-20. He was chosen by Jesus to be an apostle in Mark 3:13-19. His father's name was Jona or Jonas. (Mt. 16:17; Jn. 1:42) His hometown was Capernaum and he was also a married man. (Mt. 8:5, 14-15) It also appears that Peter's wife may have accompanied him in his work as an apostle. (1 Cor. 9:5) Peter was one of the 3 apostles that was with Jesus in the "transfiguration" that took place in Matthew 17:1-5. He became a "great apostle" to the Jews and was apparently martyred for the cause of Christ as Jesus had predicted. ( Gal. 2:7-8; Jn. 21:15-19; 2 Pet. 1:13-15) Peter, along with James and John, were "'pillars" in the church at Jerusalem. (Gal. 1:18; Gal. 2:9)
The Date:
It appears from the theme of this epistle that the Christians were being called upon to "suffer for the cause of Christ" It also appears that this persecution was beginning to come from pagan sources as well as from the Jews. Since Nero did not start his persecutions against the Christians until the year 64 a.d., it seems likely that the date that this epistle was written somewhere between the years 64-68 a.d., which were the last years of the reign of the Roman emperor Nero.
According to 1st Peter 5:13, Peter apparently wrote this epistle from the city of Babylon, which was located along the Euphrates River. 
To Whom Was The Epistle Written:
The epistle is addressed to the "elect" scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia. The word "elect" as we1l as the entire epistle indicates that the readers were Christians. It appears from the letter also that he was writing to both Jewish and Gentile Christians and that this letter was intended for all of the churches in Asia Minor. These letters that were written in the first century were apparently circulated from church to church by hand. (Col. 4:16; 1 Thes. 5:27)
The Theme Of This Epistle:
The very dark shadow of persecutions was the occasion for the writing of this letter "Suffering" is one of the keynotes of the epistle, being mentioned no less than sixteen times. The references to "hope" occur about five times in the letter, and by its prominence Peter gives the proper perspective to the Christians that were enduring the persecution. In addition to these two elements the letter was designed to remind believers of their obligations to exercise obedience and patience in whatever circumstances they found themselves. (1 Pet. 2:13-17,20) The chief value then of this epistle is to show Christians how to live a redeemed life in the midst of a world contrary and hostile to them. It also points out that salvation may involve suffering but that this can be patiently endured because of the hope which the grace of God has made possible for the Christian and because God's grace is supplied to him to help him endure it.



Questions Over The Introduction
1. What name did Jesus give to Peter and what is the meaning of this name? 		
2. Who was it that first pointed Peter and his brother Andrew toward Jesus? 		 
What statement did John make about Jesus to Peter and Andrew? 		
3. What scriptures can we go to show that Peter was a married man and that his wife apparently accompanied him in his work? 	
4. How did the apostle Peter die? 		
5. What are the approximate dates that this epistle was probably written? 		
6. To whom did Peter write this epistle? 		
7. What is the chief value of this epistle? 			
Questions Over Chapter 1
1. What is the term used by Peter in verse 2 for Christians? 		
(Can you find another scripture where this term is used?)  		
2. What is the meaning of the word "sanctification" and how are Christians "'sanctified by the Spirit"? 		
3. What kind of a "hope" does Peter say the Christian has and what two factors bring about this "hope" that are mentioned in verse 3? 		
4. Describe the Christians's "inheritance" and where it will be finally received? 		
5. How is the Christian "kept by the power of God"? (Bring in other scriptures in your explanation.) 		
6. How does the Father "judge every man" according to verse 1 7? (Two things mentioned in this verse.) 		
7. What is the meaning of the phrase "obeying the truth through the Spirit" and what is the result of this action? 		
8. How is an individual "born again" according to Peter? (Bring in other scriptures and be prepared to explain how this takes place. ) 			
Questions Over Chapter 2
1. What does a "newborn babe" have desire for and why? 		
2. To whom does the statement "disallowed indeed of men" refer to and what does it have reference to? (Can you find other scriptures to support your answer?) 			
3. List 5 terms that Peter uses to describe God's people in this chapter and be prepared to explain the significance of each of these terms. 			
4. What should the Christian's attitude toward the civil government be and what does Peter say the purpose of the civil government is? (Can you find other scriptures on this subject?) 				
5. What do we learn about the life of Christ in this chapter that we as Christians are to imitate? 			

Questions Over Chapter 3
1. What is the meaning of the phrase of verse 1 when it says that non-Christian spouses "may without the word be won by the conversation of the wives"? 			
2. Is it wrong for Christian women to fix up their hair, wear nice clothes, and fine jewelry? (Explain your answer. ) 				
3. What does Peter mean by the statement that "husbands are to dwell with their wives according to knowledge"? 			
4. What should the individual who wishes to "see good days" do according to Peter? 			
5. What does it mean to "sanctify the Lord God in your heart"? 			
6. It is better for the Christian to suffer for what reason? 			
7. What is the parallel that Peter makes between the flood in the days of Noah and baptism today? 				
8. According to Peter, where is Jesus at today and what is He đoing? (Bring in other scriptures to support your conclusion.) 			

Questions Over Chapter 4
1. According to verse 2, our present lives should be lived according to the 	
____________________________ and not according to the 	
2. According to verses 3-4, what might be the attitude of people that an individual was involved with in sinful activities when you stop participating in those sinful activities with them? 			
3. What is the meaning of the statement that "charity shall cover a multitude of sins"? 			
4. What is Peter referring to when he speaks of the "oracles of God"? 			
5. In verses 12-16, what does Peter say the attitude of the child of God ought to be in regards to "suffering for the cause of Christ? (Should Christians be surprised by the sufferings that they have to go through?) (Find some other scriptures that deal with the persecutions of Christians.) 			
6. What should Christians do when they "suffer according to the will of God"? (What does this involve?) 			
Questions Over Chapter 5
1. According to verses 1-2, where does the authority of elders lie and what should the attitude of an individual be when he takes the office of an elder? 			
2. What does Peter say Christians should be "clothed with"? 		
3. How does Peter describe the devil and his activities in this chapter? (How should the Christian respond to this?) 			
4. What does the "God of all grace" call the Christian for and after what does this come? 			


Conclusion
From your study of this epistle, what are some of the lessons that you have learned that will help you in living a Christian life today? (Write these lessons down for discussion.) 																					
“Adding To Your Faith”
This study is very important because it will help us to learn "how to make our calling and election sure", that is, it will teach us how to keep ourselves in a "saved condition" once we have become Christians! Since the Bible clearly teaches that it is possible for a Christian to lose his or her salvation, it becomes vitally important that we also learn from the Bible what we MUST continue to do in order to make sure that we will make it to Heaven!
Let's read through the following scriptures as we begin this study and be prepared to make comments in class about their importance to this subject. (2 Pet. 1:5-11; 1 Pet. 1:3-9; Jude 24; Romans 1:16).
						
In 2 Peter 1:5-11, Peter tells us how to "make our calling and election sure". He then goes on to say that "IF you do these things, YE SHALL NEVER FALL". And then finally he says that "an entrance shall be ministered unto you into the EVERLASTING KINGDOM OF OUR LORD & SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST!'" The key to accomplishing this is found in verse 5 of this chapter where he says that we "MUST add to your faith" certain qualities. Those qualities are then listed.
Let's look at these qualities individually and see what they are.
"VIRTUE" – (What is it?/Give other scriptures. /Give examples.) 				
"KNOWLEDGE" – (What knowledge is this?/From where does it come?) 				
"TEMPERANCE" – (What is it? /Give scriptures and examples.) 				
"PATIENCE" _ (What is it?/Give scriptures and examples.) 				
"GODLINESS" – (What is it?/Give scriptures and examples. ) 				
"BROTHERLY KINDNESS" – (What is it?/Give scriptures and examples.) 				
"CHARITY" – (What is it?/Give scriptures and examples. ) 				
Explain verse 8 in relationship to the qualities that we have just discussed. 			
What is the significance of verse 9 in regards to our study? 			
Explain verse 10, especially the phrase "give diligence", as it relates to our present study? 			
Take note of verse 5; the fact that a person "MUST ADD TO HIS FAITH" in order to "MAKE HIS CALLING & ELECTION SURE" teaches against the doctrine of "salvation by faith only". If we follow the instructions that Peter has given us in 2 Peter 1:5-11, we will indeed make it to Heaven when we die!
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